THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  (PF 


WELSH  BGARP 


28SEPi956 

TOWN 


ANNUAL 

HEALTH  REPORT 

for 

1954 


E.  F.  W.  RICHARDS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


R.  Ivor  Jones  and  Co.,  The  Raven  Printing  House,  Towyn. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TOWYN 


ANNUAL 

HEALTH  REPORT 

for 

1954 


E.  F.  W.  RICHARDS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


R.  Ivor  Jones  and  Co.,  The  Raven  Printing  House,  Towyn. 


THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TOWYN 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Towyn  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Health  Report  for  the  year 
1954. 

There  was  a slight  decline  in  the  popluation  level,  offsetting  the 
previous  year’s  increase. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  14  fewer  than  in  the  previous 
year  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  9 fewer. 

Deaths  from  cancer  were  at  the  same  level,  and  there  was  one 
death  from  tuberculosis. 

Infectious  diseases  were  at  a low  level  and  there  were  no  cases 
of  food  posioning. 

A very  successful  exhibition  in  connection  with  Food  Hygiene 
and  Pest  Control  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Infestation 
Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Work  on  12  new  houses  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year. 

Soiling  of  beaches  at  both  Towyn  and  Aberdovey  due  to  de- 
fective outfalls  gives  rise  to  serious  nuisance  from  time  to  time 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  problem  will  be  solved  in  the  not  too 
distant  future. 


SECTION  A.— GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District 22,959 

Rateable  Value £12,852 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures) 4,430 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £84 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to  the  Rate 

Books)  at  end  of  year 1,388 

Comparatability  Factors 

Births  1.28 

Deaths 0.84 

Vital  Statistics 

Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still)  66 

Births  (Live) 65 

Births  (Still)  1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 14.67 
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Live  Births 


65 


Males  Females 

Total 43  22 

Legitimate 41  22 

Illegitimate  2 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births)  — .45 


Deaths 


Total  Number  ■ — 50 


Males 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.29 27 

1953  figures,  12.94 


Females 

23 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Total  1 
Males  Females 


Total 1 

Legitimate  — 

Illegitimate  1 


Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

1953  figures  

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants  : Mortality  (per  1,000 

live  births)  

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  : Mortality  per  1,000 
live  births) 


15.38 

64.10 

Nil 

15.38 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 Weeks 1 

Male  Females 

Total 1 — 

Legitimate — — 

Illegitimate  1 — 


Maternal  Mortality 

(Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

Total 11 

Rate  per  1,000  population  2.48 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population 


1 

0.23 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  Laboratory  Facihties 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
for  the  Ministry  of  Health)  at  the  Cardiganshire  General 
Hospital,  Aber^^stwjdh,  where  Dr.  M.  V.  N.  Sudds  is  in  charge. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  are  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Harold  Lowe  of  Chester. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities 

One  ambulance  stationed  at  Towyn. 

4.  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Held  every  fortnight  at  Aberdovey  and  Towyn  ; at  the  Church 
Hall,  Aberdovey,  and  the  Institute,  Tow3m,  at  2.0  p.m. 

5.  Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Held  once  a month  at  the  Towyn  and  District  Hospital  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  the  month,  at  2.0  p.m. 

6.  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Held  at  DolgeUey  or  Mach^mlleth  Hospitals. 

7.  Tuberculosis  Clinic 

Held  at  the  Machynlleth  Chest  Hospital  every  week. 

8.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Im- 
munisation of  babies  and  young  infants  carried  out  at  the 
Primary  Schools. 

9.  Hospitals 

One  fully  equipped  hospital  at  Tow^m. 

10.  Infectious  Diseases 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


notified  during  the  year 2 

Scarlet  Fever  Nil 

Bacillary  Dysentry Nil 

Whooping  Cough Nil 

Measles Nil 

Infantile  Paralysis  Nil 

Pneumonia  2 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary 

Males  2 


5 

Total  2 

Females  — 


Non-Pulmonary . . 

Males  — 


Total  3 

Females  3 


Tuberculosis  Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Males  1 

Non-Pulmonary. . . . 

Males  — 


Total  1 

Females  — 


Total  Nil 

Females  — 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954  in  age  groups 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1 

10 

1 

2 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

1 

55 

65 

1 

• 

75 

Total 

2 — 

— 3 

1 — 

— — 

5 


Causes  of  Death  1954 


M.  F. 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . — — 

Cancer  Stomach  . . . . . . . . . . 3 — 

„ Lung  2 — 

,,  ' Breast  . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

,,  Other  sites  . . . . . . . . . . — — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . . 2 5 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . . . . . . 2 2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . . . . — • — 

Other  heart  diseases  . . . . . . . . 2 2 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . — • — 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 


Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 


Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . . 4 7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

All  other  accidents  . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . — — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . . . — 1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 4 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Leukaemia  aleukaemia  . . . . . . . . 1 — 


Total 27  23 


SECTION  D.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  and  1951 

Emergency  action  under  the  1951  Act  was  taken  for  the  re- 
moval of  an  aged  couple  found  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and 
who  were  badly  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Other  cases  were  under  observation  during  the  year. 


SECTION  E.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

Towyn  and  Bryncrug.  The  supply  to  Towyn  and  Bryncrug  is 
from  upland  streams  at  Braich-y-Rhiw  and  treated  by  pressure 
filtration  and  chlorination. 
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There  was  no  failure  of  the  supply  during  the  year,  but  con- 
siderable difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  the  supply  to 
the  town  and  the  army  camp  during  the  summer  months. 

Aberdovey.  This  supply  is  from  upland  streams  at  Cwmffernol 
and  Nant-y-Gwenlli  and  supplemented  by  land  springs  at  Bwlch- 
gwyn.  Treatment  is  by  settlement  followed  by  chlorination. 

Towyn  and  Aberdovey  New  Water  Supply  Scheme.  Reference 
has  been  made  in  previous  annual  reports  of  the  difficulty  of  main- 
taining a wholesome  supply  of  water  to  Towyn  and  Aberdovey. 
In  the  former  case,  there  was  some  easing  of  the  situation  in  so  far 
as  some  of  the  new  mains,  laid  as  part  of  the  new  scheme,  were 
utilised  during  the  year,  although  the  demand  far  exceeded  the 
available  supply  at  peak  periods  of  the  day.  In  consequence  the 
supply  to  the  camp  had  to  be  curtailed  at  certain  periods  of  each 
day  to  maintain  a supply  to  the  town. 

The  position  in  Aberdovey  was  far  from  satisfactory  during  the 
year,  although  there  was  no  failure  of  the  supply.  This  is  reflected 
in  the  number  of  adverse  reports  on  samples  from  this  supply  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  analysis,  the  main  causes  being  the  lack 
of  filtration  and  the  badly  corroded  condition  of  some  of  the  old 
mains. 

Good  progress  was  made  on  the  new  water  scheme,  which  was 
commenced  in  August  1953. 

388  lineal  yards  of  9 inch  main  was  laid  to  complete  the  length 
from  the  storage  reservoir  at  Braich-y-Rhiw  to  the  service  reservoir 
at  Escuan.  8123  lineal  yards  of  6 inch  mains,  comprising  the 
lengths  along  Maengwyn  Street.  High  Street,  Station  Road,  and 
Brynhyfryd  Road,  in  Towyn,  and  the  length  from  Escuan  reservoir 
to  Aberdovey  were  also  laid. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  new  stream  intake  at  Braich-y- 
Rhiw.  The  filter  pump  house  at  Penybont,  Bryncrug,  was  practi- 
cally completed,  four  filters  and  three  electric  pumps  also  having 
been  installed. 

Progress  on  the  500,000  gallon  service  reservoir  at  Escuan  was 
comparatively  slow,  but  70%  of  this  work  could  be  regarded  as 
having  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  excavation  for  the  50,000  gallon  low-level  reservoir  at 
Aberdovey  was  completed  and  30%  concreting  carried  out.  The 
low-level  pump  house  on  this  site  was  also  completed. 

Cwrt.  The  village  of  Cwrt  obtains  its  supply  from  an  upland 
stream,  the  supply  being  taken  from  the  private  main  to  Talgarth 
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Hall.  This  supply  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory  in  view  of  the 
absence  of  filtration  or  chlorination  plant,  the  badly  corroded 
condition  of  the  major  part  of  the  pipeline,  and  the  poor  pressure  in 
the  higher  regions  of  the  village. 

The  Council  gave  sympathetic  consideration  to  a new  scheme 
to  serve  the  village,  the  supply  to  be  obtained  from  the  same  source 
as  the  existing  one.  This  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval 
during  the  year,  but  an  alternative  scheme  was  advised  by  the 
Welsh  Office,  on  the  grounds  of  economy  and  convenience,  whereby 
water  would  be  obtained  in  bulk  from  new  works  to  be  constructed 
for  the  village  of  Pennal  by  the  Machynlleth  R.D.C. 

Private  Supplies.  Land  springs,  wells  and  streams  provide 
supplies  to  isolated  houses  and  farms. 

Works  of  improvement  to  a supply  to  a farm  were  effected 
during  the  year,  this  comprising  the  installation  of  filtering  plant, 
storage  chamber  and  new  pipeline. 


Bacteriological  Analysis.  82  samples  from  public  and  private 
supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  were  as  follows  : — 


Supply 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Towyn 

11 

4 

15 

Bryncrug 

12 

2 

14 

Aberdovey 

12 

11 

23 

Cwrt 

8 

2 

10 

Pennal 

3 

2 

5 

Abertrinant  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Private  Supplies 

9 

5 

14 

Totals 

56 

26 

82 

Chemical  Analysis.  Two  samples  were  taken  for  chemical 
analysis.  One  of  these  was  from  the  Braich-y-Rhiw  supply  to 
Towyn,  the  result  being  as  follows  : — 


Certificate  of  Analysis 

Sample  of  water  received  on  5.11.54 
In  parts  per  million  of  water  : — 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution  ..  ..40.00 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . . . . . . . . 0.25 
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Nitrites 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . . 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in 
4 hours  at  80°  F.  . . 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia. . 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment 


Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
pH  Value 


18.00 


. 0.56 
. Nil 
. 0.04 
. Nil 

. Minute  amount 
of  Iron  Rust 
.35.00 
.35.00 
. 6.4 


The  above  Chemical  Analysis  is  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  HAROLD  LOWE,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 
Public  Analyst. 

The  second  sample  was  taken  from  the  private  supply  to  a farm 
house  in  the  district  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  internal  pitting  and 
corrosion  of  copper  tubing  installed  at  the  house  eighteen  months 
previously.  The  analysis  showed  that  the  water  did  not  have  a 
deleterious  effect  on  copper,  and  it  was  concluded  that  the  trouble 
was  due  to  imperfections  in  the  carbon  film  which  lines  the  interior 
of  such  tubing. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Towyn.  The  sewerage  scheme  for  the  town  is  mainly  by 
gravitation  supplemented  by  pumping  from  two  small  low-lying 
areas.  The  sewage  is  discharged  untreated  into  the  sea. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  to  the  need 
for  improving  certain  sections  of  the  sewerage  system  and  for  the 
provision  of  proper  disposal  works  in  view  of  the  flooding  experienced 
in  low  lying  parts  of  the  town  during  heavy  rainfall  and  of  the 
fouling  of  the  beach  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  existing  outfall. 
Conditions  in  these  areas  subject  to  flooding  due  to  surcharging  of 
the  sewers  was  aggravated  during  the  year  under  review  when  the 
rainfall  for  the  district  was  well  above  the  normal  level. 

The  improvement  scheme  proposed  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
was  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for 
consideration.  The  result  of  the  Public  Inquiry  is  awaited  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  report  (March,  1955). 

Aberdovey.  The  sewerage  system  is  by  gravity  with  outfall  into 
the  Dovey  Estuary,  the  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  being  con- 
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trolled  according  to  the  state  of  the  tide.  Here  again  there  is  ample 
evidence  of  the  contamination  of  the  beaches  with  sewage. 

A survey  was  conducted  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  during  the 
year  and  a series  of  float  tests  carried  out  at  varying  states  of  the 
tide  over  a period  of  seven  days.  As  a result  of  these  tests  it  is 
proposed  to  provide  a new  outfall  below  low  water  mark,  approxi- 
mately 400  yards  to  the  seaward  side  of  the  existing  outfall  and  to 
allow  for  the  continuous  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  estuary.' 

This  scheme,  costing  in  the  region  of  £14,000,  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  for  its  approval. 

Bryncrug.  The  new  sewerage  scheme  with  disposal  works  for 
the  village  was  completed  in  1952.  Further  trouble  was  experienced 
through  the  infiltration  of  water  into  the  system,  this  necessitating 
the  pumping  plant  being  in  operation  continuously. 

Drainage  Inspections.  22  tests  were  made  during  the  year  on 
new  drainage  systems,  and  19  on  existing  drains. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection.  The  collection  of  household  refuse  for  the 
whole  district  is  undertaken  by  contractors,  this  being  carried  out 
twice  weekly  in  Towyn  and  Aberdovey,  once  weekly  at  Bryncrug 
and  Cwrt,  and  once  a fortnight  in  Abertafol. 

Some  improvements  were  effected  in  the  service  during  the  year. 
The  objectionable  open  cart  which  had  been  in  operation  in  Bryn- 
crug was  replaced  by  a modern  collection  vehicle,  and  all  tipping 
was  concentrated  at  the  depositories  at  Towyn  and  Aberdovey. 
More  frequent  collections  were  also  arranged  for  Abertafol. 

There  is  still  need  for  a complete  reorganisation  of  the  service 
for  the  whol  district,  and  it  is  evident  that  an  efficient  system  with 
the  necessary  full  and  proper  control  can  only  be  obtained  through 
the  operation  of  a direct  labour  system.  Allied  with  this  is  the 
need  for  a comprehensive  collection  scheme  for  household  and  trade 
refuse,  and  it  is  only  when  the  latter  is  collected  that  indiscriminate 
tipping  and  burning  of  refuse  on  beaches  will  cease  in  the  district. 
This  is  a Public  Health  matter  which  should  not  be  ignored  by  the 
Council. 

Refuse  Disposal.  Disposal  of  refuse  in  the  area  is  by  tipping. 
Every  endeavour  was  made  to  maintain  the  tips  at  Towyn  and 
Aberdovey  in  a tidy  condition.  Controlled  tipping  was  practised 
to  a certain  extent  at  Towyn,  where  the  land  is  suitable  for  this 
system,  but  indiscriminate  tipping  on  the  site  by  business  and  other 
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persons  rendered  this  work  extremely  difficult  and  all  too  often  led 
to  fires  breaking  out. 

At  Aberdovey  the  high  level  of  the  ground  rendered  proper 
control  of  tipping  almost  impracticable.  The  low  lying  land 
adjacent  to  this  site,  where  it  should  be  easier  to  maintain  proper 
supervision  and  control,  will  be  brought  into  use  in  the  forthcoming 
year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
were  as  follows  : — 

Abattoir  . . . . . . . . . . 230 

Food  Premises — General  . . . . . . 209 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . 52 

Dairies  and  Milk  Supplies  . . . . 101 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . 22 

Unsound  Food  . . . . . . . . 33 

Shellfish  Beds  . . . . . . . . 3 

Dwelling  Houses  . . . . . . . . 218 

Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 99 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  . . . . . . 148 

Water  Supplies  . . . . . . . . 112 

Camping  Sites  . . . . . . . . 27 

Disinfection  . . . . . . . . 5 

Disinfestation  . . . . . . . . 14 

Cancer  Research  . . . . . . . . 7 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . 41 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . 68 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . . . 38 

Factories  Act  . . . . . . . . 18 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Petroleum  Act  . . . . . . , . 21 

Hill  Farming  Act  . . . . . . . . 7 

Cinemas  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

National  Assistance  Act  . . . . . . 4 

Slaughter  of  Animals  . . . . . . 5 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . . . . . . 205 


Total  . . . . 1713 


Complaints  received  and  investigated  . . . . 81 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and 
complied  with  : — 


Statute 

Notices 

not 

complied 
with  at 
end  of 
1953 

Notices  served 
during  1954 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

during 

1954 

Notices 

not 

complied 
with  at 
end  of 
1954 

Statu- 

tory 

Infor- 

mal 

Public  Health  Act 
Food  and  Drugs 

8 

2 

55 

55 

10 

Act 

Milk  and  Dairies 

3 

— 

7 

9 

1 

Regulations 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Factories  Act 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Shops  Act 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Housing  Act 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

• — • 

11 

2 

71 

73 

11 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

\Jii 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

21 

6 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

19 

9 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers,  premises) 

3 

3 

Total 

43 

18 

3 

— 
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2.  Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Referred 

Reme- 

by H.M. 

to  H.M. 

Prose- 

Particulars 

Found 

died 

Inspector 

Inspector 

cutions 

Want  of  Clean- 

liness (S.l.) 
Sanitary  Con- 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

veniences  (S.7). 
a.  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfection 

One  dwelling  house  was  disinfected  following  death  from  cancer 
at  the  owner's  request. 

Disinfestation 

Ten  premises  were  treated  for  insect  infestations,  including 
ants,  fleas,  beetles,  flies  and  moths.  The  cost  of  the  work  was 
rechargeable  in  all  these  cases. 

Rodent  Control 

A comprehensive  scheme  is  in  operation  whereby  private 
dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge,  but  the  costs  incurred  in 
the  treatment  of  business  premises  and  agricultural  properties  are 
recovered. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  of  the  rodent  operative 
during  1954  : — 


Type  of 
Property 

Inspec- 

tions 

Number  Infested 
and  Treated  for 

Visits 

for 

Treat- 

ment 

Total 

Visits 

Rats 

Mice 

Local  Authority’s 

Properties 

25 

11 

— ■ 

110 

135 

Dwelling  Houses 
Agricultural 

445 

28 

4 

120 

565 

Properties 

32 

9 

— 

38 

70 

Business  Premises 

16 

1 

1 

8 

24 

War  Dept.  Proper- 

ty 

3 

1 

— 

7 

10 

521 

50 

5 

283 

804 

13 


A contract  was  made  with  the  War  Department  for  the  regular 
treatment  of  Morfa  Camp  for  the  twelve  months  commencing  the 
2Sth  October,  1954.  This  allows  for  four  treatments  in  that  period, 
one  of  which  was  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  in  Towyn,  including  the 
temporaiy^  urinal  erected  in  Idris  Villas  in  1952,  and  three  in  Aber- 
dovey. 

The  conveniences  at  the  rear  of  the  Market  Hall,  Tow^m,  were 
reconstructed  at  a cost  of  £923,  and  work  was  commenced  on  new 
conveniences  adjacent  to  the  Aberdovey  Pavilion. 

Camping  Sites 

Conditions  generally  at  the  established  caravan  site  in  the 
district  were  satisfactory",  and  minor  improvements  were  effected 
at  most  sites.  A new  sanitary^  block  with  ablution  facilities  was 
provided  at  one  site  in  lieu  of  the  dilapidated  chemical  closets. 

Approval  was  given  by  the  Council  to  the  general  conditions 
applicable  to  licensing  under  the  Public  Health  Act  regarding  the 
densit}"  of  caravans,  sanitary  accommodation,  water  supply,  drain- 
age and  refuse  accommodation.  Three  sites  were  licensed  under 
this  enactment  during  the  year.  It  is  anticipated  that  works  of 
improvement  to  four  other  sites  will  be  completed  in  readiness  for 
the  1957  season. 

Hill  Farming  and  Livestock  Rearing  Acts 

Advantage  has  been  taken  by  some  occupiers  of  hill  farms  in  the 
area  of  the  grants  available  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  farm  premises. 

Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  include  : — 
Provision  of  water  closets,  drainage  and  septic  tank 


installations  2 

Provision  of  bathrooms  2 

Repairs  and  improvements  to  farmhouses 3 


SECTION  F.  HOUSING 

Part  A.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act  1936) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  the  period. ...  Nil 
Number  of  persons  displaced Nil 

Part  B.  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas  Demolition  and 
Closing  Orders. 

(1)  Housing  Act  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  action  or 

informal  procedure  under  Section  11  Nil. 
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(d)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given 

by  the  owners  under  Section  11  and  still  in  force Nil. 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) Nil. 

(2)  Housing  Act  1949 

(a)  Closing  orders  made  under  Section  3 (1)  Nil. 

(d)  Demolition  orders  determined  and  closing  orders 

substituted  under  Section  3 (2) Nil. 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953 

Closing  orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  Nil. 


(4)  Repairs 

Informal  Action 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  dur- 
ing the  period  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  . . 14 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 


of  formal  notices. 

{a)  By  owmers  Nil. 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(6)  Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16). 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(ft)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 


General 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act  1936, 
during  the  year. 

12  houses  wLich  were  included  in  Clearance  Areas  in  1938  still 
remain  in  occupation. 

4 houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  wnre  partly  demolished 
and  the  occupier  of  one  transferred  to  an  adjoining  house,  also 
included  in  the  area. 

New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 


By  the  Local  Authority Nil. 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  4 


Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  approved  the  principle  of  making  grants  for  the 
improvement  of  dwellings  under  the  Housing  Act  1949.  Despite 


15 


extensive  publicity,  the  response  was  disappointing  in  that  only  three 
applications  were  received  during  the  year.  Two  of  these  were 


approved,  namely  : — 

6,  7,  Brynhyfryd,  Aberdovey £163  10  0 

Pant  Eidal  Lodge,  Aberdovey  £186  0 0 


SECTION  G.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  local  abattoir  : — • 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected 

248 

21 

4245 

490 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  . . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

3 

5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

233 

Nil 

463 

41 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

T.B. 

95.16 

14.28 

10.79 

8.59 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

15 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

2.08 

Nil 

Nil 

3.06 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
5004,  an  increase  of  2046  in  the  year  1953. 

Weight  of  Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Home  killed  meat 
Home  killed  Offal 
Imported  meat 


Tons 

. 1 


Cwts, 

19 

9 


Qrs. 

1 

3 

1 


Lbs. 

0 

26 

26 


..  2 


Total 


16 


9 


1 


24 


The  whole  of  this  unsound  and  diseased  meat  was  disposed  of 
for  processing  and  recovery  purposes,  firstly  through  Ministry  of 
Food  channels  during  its  control  of  the  abattoir  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  and  thereafter  to  the  same  processing  firm  along 
with  inedible  offal  disposed  of  by  the  lessees  of  the  abattoir. 

Precautions  were  continued  of  staining  such  unsound  meat  and 
offal  with  a vegetable  dye  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  its  being 
used  for  human  consumption. 

Analysis  of  Causes  of  Condemnation 

1.  Whole  Carcases 


Sheep 

Diseases  and  other  Conditions 

Cattle 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Injuries,  Extensive  . . 

1 

2 

Moribund 

1 

Oedema,  General  and  Emaciation 
Oedema,  General,  associated  with 

2 

2 

2 

Endocarditis 

Uraemia 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

3 * 

3 

5 

1 

2.  Part  Carcases  and  Organs 


Diseases  and  other  Conditions 

Cattle 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Abscesses 

5 

3 

Actinomycosis  . . 

6 

Angioma 

3 

Cirrhosis 

29 

40 

25 

Congestion 

3 

3 

Cysts  . . 

28 

240 

4 

Eacioliasis 

175 

165 

Injuries 

9 

5 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

Oedema 

1 

Pericarditis 

1 

2 

Pleurisy 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

Rheumatoid — Arthritis 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis 

5 

15 

17 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in 
cattle  continues  to  show  a downward  trend,  localised  lesions  only 
being  found  in  2%  compared  with  4.65%  in  1953,  5.3%  in  1952  and 
7.8%  in  1951.  The  percentage  of  the  number  of  pigs  affected  with 
this  disease  also  showed  a substantial  decrease,  being  3.06%  as 
compared  with  7.02%  in  1953.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage 
of  cattle  affected  with  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  is  still 
relatively  high,  this  being  principally  due  to  the  high  incidence  of 
liver  fluke  infection.  82%  of  the  cattle  inspected  were  found  to 
harbour  this  parasite,  and  no  less  than  93.5%  were  affected  with  this 
and  other  forms  of  parasites, 

Slaughterhouse  Control 

The  abattoir  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  under  the  control 
scheme  was  acquired  by  the  Council  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  in  anticipation  of  the  decontrol  of  slaughtering  and  with  the 
view  to  the  continuation  of  centralised  slaughtering  in  the  area. 
The  local  butchers  concurred  with  this  action,  and,  on  decontrol  on 
the  1st  July,  formed  an  Association  for  the  purpose  of  leasing  and 
operating  the  premises  as  a central  slaughterhouse.  No  applications 
were  therefore  made  for  the  renewal  of  licences  in  respect  of  other 
private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

Improvements  to  the  abattoir  were  carried  out  by  the  Council 
by  direct  labour  at  a cost  of  ;fll50.  These  comprised  the  demolition 
of  certain  outbuildings  and  the  construction  of  a new  access  road, 
conversion  of  a storeroom  into  a boilerhouse,  extensive  alterations 
to  an  existing  lairage,  construction  of  two  new  lairages  and  a “ wait- 
ing pen  ”,  and  the  erection  of  a garage. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  good  standard  of  hygiene 
observed  by  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  been  main- 
tained by  the  Butchers'  Association.  The  use  of  chemical  agents 
sterilising  wiping  cloths  and  washing  water  has  been  continued. 
Not  only  is  this  an  important  factor  in  preventing  soiling  and  con- 
tamination of  the  dressed  carcase,  but  the  keeping  quality  of  the 
meat  is  greatly  improved. 

Meat  Transport 

The  construction  of  a new  access  road  to  the  abattoir  has 
enabled  all  livestock  to  be  unloaded  on  the  premises  and  not  as 
previously  on  the  public  highway.  More  important  still,  it  has 
allowed  vehicles  to  load  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  also  hides  and  skins  on  the  premises,  and  has  made 
possible  improved  and  proper  means  for  the  transport  of  the  meat 
from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  retail  premises  of  the  local  butchers 
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other  Foods  Condemned 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  nature  and  weight  of 
other  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
the  year. 


Canned  Meat 
Canned  Fruit  . . 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Milk 
Canned  Fish 
Canned  Soup 
Bacon  . . 

Butter  . . 

Raisins  . . 

Tomatoes 

Jam  and  Marmalade 
Flour  . . 

Flour  Confectionery 
Miscellaneous  Goods 


Cwts.  Qtrs. 

1 

1 1 
1 


1 

1 

1 


Lbs, 

271 

18 

71 

' 2 
19 

4i 

11 

22 

H 

2 

12 
3^ 
81 

21 

^2 


Total  . . . . 3 2 19J 


MILK  SUPPLY 


No.  of  registered  milk  distributors  . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  producer- retailers  not  registered  by  Local 

Authority  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

No.  of  retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . .8 

No.  of  retailers  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . . . . 2 

No.  of  retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  retailers  of  Ungraded  Milk  . . . . . . 11 


Two  producer-retailers  of  ungraded  milk  discontinued  their 
retail  businesses  during  the  year. 


Bacteriological  Analysis 

64  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth.  Details  of  the  results 
of  examination  and  of  the  tests  applied  are  given  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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Summary  of  Results 

Details  of  Tests 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Total 

Methylene 

Phosphat- 

Grade of  Milk 

factory 

factory 

Blue  Test 

ase  Test 

Satis. 

Un- 

Satis. 

Un- 

sat. 

sat. 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

T.T.  Pasteur- 

11 

— 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

ised 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Pasteurised 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Ungraded 

37 

37 

37 

Total 

64 

Nil 

64 

64 

Nil 

16 

Nil 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  samples  taken  during  the  year  con- 
formed to  the  prescribed  standards  for  designated  milk,  a position 
which  can  again,  as  in  1953,  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 

Regular  sampling  was  again  carried  out  of  all  milk  supplied  to 
the  four  Primary  Schools  in  the  district,  and  constant  supervision 
was  maintained  of  registered  dairies  and  milk  vehicles. 

Repairs  and  works  of  redecoration  were  carried  out  to  one 
dairy  as  a result  of  routine  inspections,  whilst  it  was  necessary  in 
one  instance  to  warn  a producer-retailer  regarding  the  dirty  condi- 
tion of  his  vehicle. 

A complaint  was  also  received  regarding  the  dirty  condition 
of  a bottle  of  milk  retailed  in  the  district.  The  bottle  was  found  to 
have  visible  dirt  and  grime  adhering  to  its  internal  surface.  Re- 
presentations were  immediately  made  to  the  retailer  and  a request 
made  for  improved  supervision  and  control  of  the  bottle-washing 
plant  at  the  factory  situated  outside  the  Urban  District.  The  firm 
was  warned  that  statutory  action  would  be  taken  in  the  event  of  a 
recurrence  of  such  a contravention  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tions. 

Additional  staff  was  thereafter  employed  to  operate  the  bottle- 
washing plant  and  to  ensure  that  all  bottles  had  undergone  thorough 
cleansing. 

Biological  Analysis 

Three  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  15  of  ungraded 
milk  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis.  17  of 
these  samples  showed  negative  results.  In  the  remaining  case,  the 
guinea  pig  died  of  an  intercurrent  disease  before  the  completion  of 
the  test.  The  repeat  sample  from  the  same  source  was  satisfactory. 
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ICE-CREAM 

Manufacturing  of  ice-cream  was  carried  out  at  one  premises 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority  for  this  purpose  in  accordance 
with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 

21  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  20 
vendors  sell  ice-cream  obtained  from  four  sources  outside  the 
district. 

Bacteriological  Analysis 

44  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  and  were  reported 
as  falling  within  the  following  grades  : — 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 Total 
39  4 1 Nil  44 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  considered  satisfactory  ; 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 

It  will  be  seen  that  close  on  98%  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  compared  with  96%  in  1953  and  90%  in  1952.  Favour- 
able reports  were  received  on  all  samples  of  ice-cream  manufactured 
locally. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  used  for  the 
manufacture  and  retail  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  it  was  generally 
found  that  a good  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Mussels 

No  pathogenic  organisms  were  found  in  a sample  of  mussels 
taken  from  the  Aberdovey  beds. 

Food  Premises — General 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  remained  constant, 
there  being  51  catering  establishments  and  5 canteens,  7 bakehouses, 
5 butchers,  19  grocers  and  15  other  general  food  shops,  a total  of  102. 

384  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  for  inspection  purposes. 
Without  undue  complacency,  and  while  much  still  remains  to  be 
done,  it  can  be  said  that  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  food  premises  and  that  the  standard  generally  is 
fairly  satisfactory. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938-1950 

Sampling  of  food  for  compositional  quality  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  Mr.  R.  T. 
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Edwards,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  has  reported  as 
follows  on  samples  taken  from  the  Towyn  Urban  District  during  the 
year  1954  : — 


Article 

Number 

obtained 

Number  certified  as 
adulterated  or  not  up 
to  standard 

Milk  (formal)  . . 

11 

2 

Milk  (informal) 

9 

— 

Ice-Cream 

2 

— 

Beef  Sausage  . . 

2 

— • 

Margarine 

1 

— 

Total 

25 

2 

Health  Education 

A highly  successful  Health  and  Hygiene  Exhibition  was  held 
in  Towyn  in  conjunction  with  the  Infestation  Control  Division 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Eisheries.  This  featured  displays 
and  films  on  rodent  and  insect  pest  control,  food  hygiene  and  the 
various  aspects  of  food  trades,  and  generally  on  the  services  ad- 
ministered by  a Local  Authority. 

The  Exhibition  was  officially  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  Councillor  Rhys  Griffith,  supported  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  Councillor  R.  Alfred  Jones.  This  func- 
tion was  attended  by  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  Ministry  of  Food,  the  Merioneth  County  Council, 
neighbouring  Local  Authorities  and  also  of  various  local  organisa- 
tions. 

Close  on  3,000  people,  including  approximately  650  school 
children  in  organised  parties,  attended  the  Exhibition  during  the 
4J  days  it  was  open. 

A well  attended  meeting  of  local  food  traders  was  also  held  in 
conjunction  with  this  Exhibition.  This  was  addressed  by  Dr.  M.  V. 
Sudds  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Aberystwyth,  and 
by  Mr.  Morley  Parry,  Hygiene  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Another  successful  public  meeting  on  pest  control  was  addressed 
by  Mr.  Clarke  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

It  can  be  claimed  with  justification  that  this  project  achieved 
its  primary  objective — to  bring  to  the  public  notice  the  work  and 
aims  of  the  local  health  services. 
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